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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY '

INTELLIGENCE MENCRANDUM NO. 208 26 August 1949
SURJECT: Communist Methods in Asia

1. Gensral Considerations,

_ Soviet theory envisages a neoalition” between the nmroletarian
revolution' (Communist governments and movements) in Europe and the
veolonial revolution” in Asia, in order to build a "united world front
of revolution against the world front of imperialism,” This front is to
be supported "directly or determinedly” by Comranist movements everywhere.

The USSR, its satellites, and other "advanced® Communist Parties
agsist the local Communist organizations through diplomatic missions,
trade delegations, propaganda and "cultural" activity, international
organizations {labor, women's, youth), and by providing financial assistance,
organizational specialists, advisers, and in some cases wWeapons.

Comrunist methods in Asia derive largely from the Leninist-
Stalinist doctrine governing revolutiona in colonial and semi-colonial areas.
This doctrine differs in several respects from that advanced for more
developed industrial countries.

2. Encouragement of National Movements.

The foremost Communist appeal in Asia is to the desire for
national independence and the elimination of Western "oolonial" influence,
Losal Communist Parties exploit national movements and attempt to lead
them or to attach themselves to the groups which are lecading them.

Communists attempt to form a ¥National Front" with all significant forces

of socliety, including the bourgeoisie and landowners, against the foreign
colonial and "imperialist® powsars. If local nationalist leaders cannot be
induced to support this cause, they are attacked as puppets. Communists

seek to reduce Western influence by propaganda against Western governments
(including the US, shich is accused of controlling the home governments of
colonial powers) and against the local activities of Western representatives,
by discrediting Western institutions, destroying Western property, and
physically attacking Westerners anc those who work for them. Nationalism and
fanti-imperialigm® are the principsl issues in Indochina and Indonesia, .and
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are major issues in every other country of the Far BEast. The natiocnal
movement in most of these countries is repgarded by the USSR as susceptible
to Soviet exploitation and as working to the ultimate advanltage of the
Soviet Union. The important exceptions, in Soviel eyes, appear to be
India and Indonesia, in which the naticnal movement is effectively anti-
Comrmnist .

b. Appeal to Peasaniry rather than to Proletariat.

Bacause most of Asia iz not industrialized, the Communists
usually concentrate on obtaining the support of the peasantry, until such
time as there is a proletariat capable of becoming the "spearhsad" of the
revolution., A Communist movement which rises to power on the base of an
organized and armed peasantry after achieving power —e.g., in China will
begin deliberately to subordinate the interest of the peasantry to that of
the proletariat. In the course of this rise, slogans for agrarian reform
and opposition to landlordjss are advanced to win peasant support. Al-
though collectivization of the land is regarded as the ultimately "correct®
solution of the land problem and the problem of controlling the peasantry,
it is not to be introduced on a larze scale until the Communist regime is
firmly entronched and no longer is dependent on peasant support. The
peasantry already provides the principal support of the Communists in China
and Burma, Peasant support is important to the Communist rovements of India,
Indochina, and the Philippines, and the peasantry is a source of
sipnificant (though not major) support in Korea, Japan,and Indonesia.

c. Use of Organized Armed ¥orce against the Government, whether
Colonial or Native,

According to Communist doctrine, colonial peoples can cain
independence cnly by successful armed overthrow of the foreign ruler. Asian
nations which have attained independence from their colonial powers—
Burma, the Philippines, and India-—are still regarded as "colonial," being
merely under a new form of "imperialist" control rather than genuinely ‘
independent, 5

Guerrilla and para-military forces are important elements in w
Communist attempts to seize power. Guerrllla leaders are often convinced
Communists, and intensive efforts are made by the Communist to indoctrinate
the rank-and-file with Communist theory. In order to nsutralize the armed B
foreces of the government, Communists are constantly infiltrating and
agitating among the most important armed unite.

Communist-led armed forces have been active in all states of
the Far Bast (except India, Thailand, and Japan) since World War I1I.
Guerrilla forces concentrate on harrassing actions~~cutting communications
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and raiding supplies——and generally engarge only isolated government
detachments in battle, Where the Communists have gained gufficient military
strength (as in China), large-scals orthodox campaigns are undertaken.
Cuerrilla activity in Southeast Asia may be designed, in part, to cripple
the economies of those states and thus aid the Communist effort to destroy
the Marshall Plan.

The employment of armed force, jeading to verritorial control,
has been principally responsible for Communist successes in recent years in
China, North Korea, Indochina, Burma, and Malaya. Armed forces represent a
major asset of the Communists (in comparison with other Communist resources)
in Thailand, the Philippines, and Indonesia.

d. Exploitation of Labor (Groups where a Sizable Proletariat Exists.

Although labor groups in most of Asia are relatively small and
uncrgenized, in those areas containing 2 sizable proletariat the Communists
erploy standard methods, such as general strikes, agitation and propaganda,
and continual wage demands. Communist movements derive their principal
support from urban labor in Japan, Indis, and Thailand. Labor provides
jmportant support to the Communists in China, the Phil ppines, and Korea.

e, Methods of Control.

Uniformity of application of Communist doctrine is assured by
the intensive study and training in Soviet and Communist methods which is
undertaken by most of the Commuinist leadership, and by the constant exchange
of "information" through Soviet and local Commmnist periodicals, and the
Cominform Journal, Specific Soviet instructions for minor policy decisions
are unnecessary. Considerable 1atitude is allowed Communist leaders in the
application of Comrunist principles, subject, of course, to reviem by the

USSR,

China has been the ecene of world Commnism's greatest success
outside the USSR itself, and has been an experimental center for those areas
whieh are induatrielly backward, largely 11llterate, pooT.- end non-domocratic.
Irnovations have been added to Leninist doctrine by Chinese Comminist Party
(GCP) theoreticiana, but these have concerned tactics, not basic revolutionary
principles. The CCP has mancuvered successfully through the desngers of "right
oppertunism,” through which initiative in the revolution wuld be lost, and
nleft extremism,” which would prematurely attempt to transform & “bourgeois
demooratie! into a more advanced vgoeinlist® revolution.
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The CCP has exploited a nationalist and anti-~imperialist
movement in China for 30 years, and is still doing so. In each case, ils
principal externsl "enemy," whether the UK, Japan, or the US, has been the
power regarded by Moscow as most dangerous to Soviet designs in Asia,
Founded in 1921, the CCP was quickly accepted into the Comintern. In 192k,
the CCP, by direction of the Comintern, entered its first funited front.®
In 1927, Chiang Kai-shek, realizing the Soviet-CCP aim of absolute
domination of China, expelled the Communists from the Kuomintang. After 10
years of Communist~Kuomintang military conflict, during which period the
Communists were always on the defensive, the Commwmists and the Kuomintang,
in opposition to Japanese aggression, once again formed a "united front."
The CCP agreed at this time to abandon its policy of armed insurrection,
and to give up scle control of its armies; after 1944, however, the
principal Communist military effort appears to have been directed more
against the Kuomintang than the Japanese, In the years of the second
"united front,"--maintained precariously from 1937 to 1945--the Chinese
Communists greatly expanded their influence and the territory umder their
control; throughout this period, CCP political tacties were direscted toward
maintaining, in the Party, the drive toward Commwnist dictatorehip, while
at the same time attracting the support of patriots, moderates, and
liberals. Currently, the CCP's attitude toward the minor parties which
have attached {hemselves to.it, and which are to participate in the
"coalition® government, is one of utter cynicism. These parties, useful
in conciliating various elements of Chinese socisty, are to be employed
briefly as tools of the CCP, and will not be permitted to exercise any
independent power., -

The "rightist" leadership of the CCP, which had been following
the orders of the Comintern, was discredited in 1927 when the CCP was
expelled from the Kuomintang., The "leftist" leadershlip which succeeded it
from 1928 to 1930, and which also followed Comintern directives, was dis-
credited by the disastrous failure of its "proletarian revolution.® During
both of these periods, Mao Tse-tung (now chairman of the CCP) was attempting
to build the Chinese Communist movement upon an organized and armed
peasantrys; this policy was endorsed by Stalin, and later, when it seemed
destined to succeed, by the Comintern. The CCP's agrarian reform program --
reduction of rent, interest-rates and taxes, and the redistribution of land -
in many areas won for the CCP considerable popular support, indispensabls to
the CCP's early survival, and, later, in waging guerrilla warfare against the
Japanese and civil war against the Nationalist. Until recently, however,
the CCP was not forced to feed the cities at the same time that it
instituted rural reforms; and there was littis popular realization that the
redistributed land would eventually be collectivized. This year, the CCP,
in orthodox fashion, decided to shift the center of gravity of Party work
from the rural areas to the cities, depriving the peasantry of its place of
primacy in the revolution. Recent peasant revolts, however -— probably in
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response to excessive requisitions of food and men — presumably have
impelled the CCP to proceed cautiously in its efforts to advance the
proletariat at the expense of the peasantry.

After their expulsion from the Kuomintang in 1927, the Chinese
Communists acquired control of a small area in Southeast China and organized
an army to protect it. The Communists expanded and strengthened thelr
army, survived repeated Nationalist attacks, and, finally, transferred the
base of thelr power to the northwest. The CCP saw clearly that the army
nas essential to the control of territory. For the past 20 years, in fact
no sipgnificant area in China has become Communist other than through
military occupation.

During the Sino-Japanese war, the Chinese Communists waged
successful guerrilla warfare, expanded their territorial control, and moved
toward Manchuria immediately after V-J Day. Soviet occupation forces
obstructed the movement of Nationalist troops into Manchuria, and made
large stocks of Japanese materiel available to Communist forces. Through-
out the period of negotiations between the CCP and the Xucmintang, after
the US had arranged a temporary truce in early 1946, the Communists stead-
fastly refused to allow their armies, under any political agreement, to be-
broken up and amalgamated into the Nationalist forces. In the swmmer of
1547, the CCP began again to realize by predominantly military means Its
geal of domination of all of China., For the past two years, the strength
and tactiecal successes of Chinese Communist military forces have been by
far the most important of the Party's positive assets, although an equally
important factor has been the debility, corruption and ineptitude of the
Nationalist regime. Commnist forces, over-whelmingly superior to the
scattered anti-Communist opposing them, are capable of extending their control
through almost all of China by the end of 1950.

The CCP's tactics in the "united froni" periods vere very
successful, and even now are fairly successful, in conciliating opposition
to the Cormunist program among various elemeats of Chinese society. In
Chairman MA0's "Hew Democracy" (1940), he envisaged a smooth and prolonged
transition period betmeen the "bourgeois democratic" and "socialist"
revolutions, solicited the cooperation of the bourgeoisie, stated that the
Soviet form of government was not practicable for colonial and semi-
colonial countries, and, in general, minimized the severity of the soclal
and economic measures contemplated by the Communists. Recently, with military
victory assured, Chairman ¥AD has stated the Communist position much more
frankly. MAO now states flatly that the new government of China is to be a
dictatorship of "the people" (those supporting the CCP) over the
%peactionaries® (those opposed to the CCP), and that only the CCP will be
entrusted with determining the popuiar will (which, of course, will be
identical with the desires of the CCP leadership), WNAO still proposes to
cooperate, temporarily, with the middle classes, but he warns his followers
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to beware of them, and has emphasized that the middle classes will be
subordinated to the prcletariat, The welfare of the latter class is to
be the CCP's primary concern, In addition, MAO explicity promises the
collectivization of agriculture; although foreseeing a "grave problem” in
forcing the peasantry to accept collectivization, MAO insists that it must
and will be done. MAO's latest statements emphasize that the CCP will
adopt, wherever practicable, the techniques of the USSR.

(2) ©CCP Aims in Asia,

The CCP hopes to unite one billion Orientals in a Communist
Asia, led by the CCP and oriented toward the USSR. The USSR has perhaps
delegated to the CCP — with its overseas branches or cells in every country
of the Far Bast —- al least some measure of responsibility for building,
in MAO's words, "a bulwark of world Communism in Agia." The principal
Soviet problem in this effort ls perhape one of retaining control over the
Asiatic Communist movement, The CCP's major problem is probably that of
overcoming the widespread hostility in Asia toward both the alien doctrine
of Communism and the prospect of Chinese domination. In addition to the
great encouragement which Chinese Commmnist successes presumably have given
to other Communist movements in Asia, there are likely to be material
repercussions, especially in those countries neighboring China which have
large Chinese minorities, well-orgenized CCP branches on both, The CCP
has denounced Western occupation avthorities and has made overtures to the
countries concerned (Japan, South Korea), has denounced "reactionary®
colonial governments (Indochina, Malaya), threatened retaliation against
nfascist” native regimes (Thailand, Philippines), attempted to extend its
jnfluence into native independence moverents { Indonesia), promised .
protection to overseas Chinese communities, and greatly expanded its
influence in such commnities. A4s the CCP consolidates its control in
China, there is no doubt that it will engage in more aggressive operations
throughout Asin,

i
el B
- - T

The Communist Party in Korea achieved limited success in .
zhe years before V-J Day mainly through successtul attempts to identify it-
self with and lead the nationalist, anti-Japanese movement. The end of the
war in the Pacific liberated Korea from Japanese control and brought
military occupation by the US and the USSE. Sinece that time, the USSR has
directly supervised all Communist tactics in Korea with the aim of enforcing
conversion of the entire country into a "people's democracy” and a Soviet
satellite,

b -
R

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000600190001-1



Sanitized - Approved For WIA-RDP@M 617A000600190001-1

(1) Northern Korsa.

(a) Development of the Party.

Achievement of Communist objectives was simplified
in the northern zone, where the presence of the Soviet Army made possible
the immediate establishment of Communist control. With Soviet assistance
and direction, a group of native and emigrd Korean Communists assumed
direction of local affairs and pradually established the institutions of a
"peoples democracy." Continued Soviet control of all phases of activity is
ensured, however, by the presence of Soviet political advisers; technicians,
and military advisers, and through devices such as joint-stock companies
and barter trade agreements.

Although police methods give the Communists firm
control of northern Korea, they are not prepared to adopt immediately the
political and economic forms of an advanced Soviet state. The government
is the standard Communist transitional sxpedient of a "popular front,"
designed to lure all progressive, non-reacticpary, nationalist parties,
classes, and social groups into participation in the Commnist program. Al-
through the Communists do not attempt to conceal and in fact proclaim at
every opportunity, the dependence on the USSR, they also continue to pose as
leaders of Korean nationalist, anti-lmperialist forces.

The Communist movement did not achieve sizable
support from the Korean peasantry before the Liveration. The land policy used
in northern Korea since the liberation reflects the semi-colonial state of
the econcryy and the ideological backwardness of the peasants and workers.
Land was expropriated and redistributed, but title remains vested in local
Communist government organs (Peoples Committees), and the farmer is
permitted to occupy land only so long as he is cooperative and meets the
production and tax quotas of the government. This technique provides a
means of enforcing peasant support for an unpopular regime and also will
aimplify collectivization at some later date when the peasants have become
more firmly indoctrinated and the general sconomy further developed.

Development of internal security forces and a Peoples
Army was a matter of first priority in northern Korea, and Soviet troops
were not withdrawn until the security forces were considered sufficiently
loyal and strong to maintain Commnist control against either internal reaction
or invasion from southern Korea, The Soviet-trained-and-equipped People’s
Army now has an estimated strength of 56,000 and is expanding. Internal
security forces, armed with Soviet and Japanese weapons, number
approximately 57,000, The North Korean armed forces could repel an invasion
from South Korea, but would probably require assistance from Communist China

-7 -
SR

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000600190001-1



Sanitized - A\Eproved For W CIA-RDPZ_8;01617A000600190001-1

for successful offensive action against the defenses of the southern zone,

Labor and Other Groups.

Active support for the Communist regime comes from only a small
minority of the northern Korean people and is centered in labor, youth, and the
intellectusl class. A large amount of effort is being expended, however,
to increase the base of support by "educating” the masses while eradicating
"fuedal” and "colonial" forms of soclety that inhibit the ideological
success of Communism, Attempts are being made to break down the traditional
Confucian family relationships; landlord-peasant relations have been obli-
terated, Christians have been forced to compromise their faith or suffer
police action, and the people are continually lectured on the general su-
periority of Soviet culture, spread through the channelas of the North
Korean Soviet Friendship Associations, end the sending of delegates to
Soviet-sponsored international conferences, designed to further Soviet
prestige.

(2) Southern Korea.

(2) The Party and its Methods.

In southern Korea, the Svoiet aim of enforeing conversion
of 2all Korea into a satellite "peoples democracy”™ has been delayed by the
presence of US troops, by UN intervention, by the establishment of a
violently anti-Communist, independent government (the Republic of Korea),
and by continued US military and economic assistance to that regime.
Commnist strategy and tacties have been designed; (1) to end US and UN
assistance, (2) to induce the collapse of the Republic, and to extend
Communist control by "unification" of the "fatherland™ under the aegis
of the northern regime., Soviet directed Coummnist action against the
principal targets- = US aid, UN support, and the stability of the Republio--
is carried on both within the Republic's borders and from northern Korea,
while the USSR carries the action against the targets on the internatioral
stage.

Nationalism,

In the first months after V-J Day, Communist strategy called
for united front tactics in southern Korea to lead all liberal elements
in a struggle for complete "liberation” and self-government. The
complete subservience of the Korean Communist movement to Soviet direction
was revealed in Januvary 1946, and the movement lost much of the prestige
and support it had gained while leading the anti-Japanese resistance. Al-
though the Communists continued their attempts to influence and control all
social and political groups other than "reactlonary" elements through
united front tactics and extensive organizational activity, they were
gradually isolated and eventually forced completely underground by the
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severe anti-Communist program adopted by the government of the Republie
after its inauguration in 1948.

At present, the Communists are increasingly emphasizing united
front tactics in southern Korea, with appeals to nationalism and attacks
on US "imperialism,” UN interference, and the government of the Republic,
which is labelled a "tool" of US "colonial poliey.” Through the device of
a "Demoeratic Front for the Unification of the Fatherland,” the Communists
hope to exploit the universal Korean desire for national unity and to under-
mine support of the Republiz, If this method, combined with intimidation,
sabotage, guerrilla activity, infiltration of the government and army, and
terrorist propaszanda, fails to effect the collapse of the Republic, then
the People's Army of the North may be used for a full scale invasion to
"unite" Korea and restore to power the "rightful® organs of the people, the
long defunct People's Committees,

The Communists attempted to galn peasant support in southern Korea
by the usual slogans calling for expropriation and redistribution of the
land, and by subtle propaganda caleculated to stir peasant resentment against
the government and the US aid program. Although the majority of peasants
have not accepted Communist leadership, a few have been induced to Jjoin
guerrilla bands, and Communist propaganda has ofton been successful in
confusing or misleading the farmer on matters of vital loeal concern,
Suecessful land reforms in southern Kerea and knowledge of the unhappy results
of Communist "land reforms" in northern Korea have lessened the effectiveness
of Communist appeals to the peasants in the southern zone.

After the collapse of the Communiat united front movement in
early 1946, the Communists turned increasingly to violence, which resulted in
their being forced underground. Underground activity, supported by funds,
trained agdnts and propaganda from the USSR, gnd by infiltrated guerrillas from
northern Korea, now includes a broad variety of standard Communist
techniques designed to alienate the people from the Republie, to undermine the
government's stability, to increase fear of Communist strength in Asis, to
sffect the collapse of resistance to Communist domination, or to weaken
resistance sufficiently to facilitate invasion by the People's Army.
Communist propaganda claims the re-establishment of People's Committees in
areas "liberated" by the fuerrilla forees, but actually the guerrillas have not
attempted to held territory, as their capabilities do not exceed hit-and-run
raids on isolated villages.

Propaganda dissemination to aid the accomplishment of ultimate
political control is closely integrated with all Communist activity. Much of
the propazanda work 1s carried on by agents on the local levels in the form of
"education” and indoctrination of peasants, workers, and students, in order to
sacure their support for immediate Party objectives., In their effort to win
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control, the Cormunists appeal for support to all classes except the landlords,
Wpro-Japanese traitors,® ana'"rgactionary tools of American Imperialism.®
Although the greatest effort is directed toward youth groups, workers and
peasants, Communist slogans and propaganda are slanted to appeal to the
particular grievances and aspirations of all classes.

(v) Relations with Chinese Cormunists.

Communist successes in China have contributed grestly to the
confidence of the northern Kerean regime and have increased the fear in
southern Korea that eventual Communist domination is inevitable. The CCP
maintains close liaison with northern Korean leaders, has agents in the
aouthern =one, and can provide wilitary and economic assistance to the
northern regime {f is so chooses, It is anticipated that, in the event of a
northern Korean regime decision, to invade southern Korea, military assistance
would be provided by the CCP. Although several Korean Communist leaders have
close ties with the CCP through years of work in Yenan and with the 8th Route
Army, the influence and control of the USSR remains paramount.

- 10 -

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000600190001-1



25X6A
Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000600190001-1

Next 1 Page(s) In Document Exempt

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000600190001-1



Sanitized - Qgproved For Release : CIA-RDP@-01617A000600190001-1
R

25XBA

do Indochine.

(1) The Party and its lethods,

The activities of the Indochinese Communists have
been confined almost exclusively to Vietnam and no significant indigenous
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Comnunist movement has appeared in laos or Cambodia, By 1930, three
different parties in Vietnam, each of which deseribed itself as Com~
mnist, were merged to form the Indochinese Communist Party, an affiliate
of the Third International. Repression undertaken by the French Admine
istration during the early 1930's crippled the activities of the young
Party, Nevertheless, in Vorld Var II, the Communist became increasingly
active, following the Japanese occupation of Indochina, and formed the
aggressive antd-Vichy and anti-Japanese nucleus within the wartime
resistance orgenigation known as the Viet !Minh,

The basic Communist appeal in Indochina, as elsewhere
in =outheast Asia, has been to nationalism, and, in the interest of a
united front, the Party declared its own dissolution in November 1545,
Individual Commundsts were invited to Join the Assoclation for liarxlst
Studies, a forum for discussion of Marxism. 4 coalition of natiomlist
parties and assoclations, including the Comurdsts, then formed the
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam. The President is Ho Chi Minh, a
Moscotmtrained Communist leader, The mest powerful poiitical force
in the Hepublic is the Viet lfinh Front, which embraces most of the parties
in the resistance and enjoys & position in the Ho Chi ifinh regime
approaching one-party rule. MNost, but mot all, of the important members
of this Front are fommer members of the Indochinese Commuist Party.
Tictnanese Communist combrol of the policy of the reslstance govermment
is probably comsiderable, though not necessarily absolute. The Demo~
eratic Republic of Vietnam appears, at the present time, to be something
between a gemxine, well~balanced coalitlion and a momolithic structure
in vhich Communist domination is complete and unchallenged, The policy
of the goverrment is not, strictly spesking, Commnist policy; it is
the policy of 2 government in which Communists play a dominant role.

Very 1ittls is knowm of Communist policy which is
carried out indspendently of the Ho Goverrment, The Assoclation for
Marxist Studies, which carries on a characteristic Commulst party line
propaganda, is nominally a private organization, although it is said to
have the blessing of the resistance govermment. Reports that the Viet
inh Front promotes Communist objectives through its extensive organiza-
tion, including secret schools for the training of political agents, are
#Afficult to confirm, Yt may be assumed that the Vietnamese Commundsts
contimie to constitute a tightly-knit faction which 1s attempting to
promote its ovm collective ends by covert propagenda, The prominent
positions enjoyed in the present govermment and in the directing com~
mittee (Tong Ho) of the Viet Iinh Fromt by former members of the Indo-
chinese Communist Party put them in a highly advantaeeous position where
these ends are concerned, All political parties in Vietnam, however,
have nominally subordinated their reospective policies to support of the
Ho regime and the attaimment of matiomal independence and undty,
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Iand poliecy has been, in general, conservative,
There 'his been no widespread confiscation and redistribution of land,
although the holdings of certein absentee landlords and raitors"
have been so ireated. The Ho Goverrment receives mich of its sapport
from’ propertied persons, and hag avoided neasures 1ibely to alienate

" Peasant support ha€ been gained throughs (1)
abolishing of the long-detested and corrupt mandarinates (2) capitalize
ing on the lonp-sténding and almost undversal hatred of French control;
(3) providing the populavion with at least the illusion, and to some
extent the reality, of combrolling its ovn affairss and [¢1Y) di,sc:.plining
gfliqtﬁi dﬂﬁaﬁmg “traitors, "morel delinquents," proﬁ.-beers, and corrupt

&

The Ho Ohi kinh regime, since late 1915, has been
chailengmg the authority of the French to recccupy Vietnam, At present,
Hots forees control most of the countryside (between 80 and 90 percent
of the becritory of Vietnam), while the French meintain temuous . control
over the urban centers., The Ho regime, while mot yet in a position to
launch en sbtack in force against any major position which the Fremth
are debermined to hold, is determined to contiwue the £ight until all
French "imperdialiets® are forced to withdraw from the country. Regarde
ing arms supply, the capacity to manufacture arms locally is steadily

while the advande of the Chinese Communists will foeilitate
smggling across the Sino~Tonkinese border,

(n the labor front, Commmist activity has been
primarily concentrated among the Chinese and Vistnamede workers in the
Sai.gon-Cholon area With the instigation to strike presumebly coming from
Chinese Comnunist organizers ¥nown %o be ackive in that aress The
Vietnam Confede¥ation of ILabor, which 1d apparently well organized in
zones under Ho's control, is a member of the WFTU, _

(2) Other Tastics,

Vietnom orpganizations haVe been especLeJ.Jy active

in Communist-dominated international organizations, lessages of suppord
have been dispatched for a‘.Lmo.at every :lmpo *tant internationel Communist
occasion.

A Comnﬁ.st texc book‘, ‘believed to have béen prepared
in 1945 and used for indoctrination in the resistance zones, contains
very definite statements on the Peoples? Revolutionswsleadership of the
proletariats a democratic bourgeois rvevolution vhich at the same time
must be an anti-imperialist and agrarian one rather than a purely anti~
Frendi nationalist revolts confiscation of the properties of the church,
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of French imperialists, and of foreign and reactionsry native capitalists;
apd the watchword "Support the USSR.” There is no direct or conclusive
evidence that this Wline® has been disseminated since November 19450
However, it has been recently reported that Communist activity and influence
asve Increased in resistance-cortrolied areas of South and Central Vietnam,
whers there has been increasing anti-US and anti-religious propaganda

and where children are being placed in camps for instruction in

(3) Comnections with Chinese Commuristso p

Streruous attempts have been made by French security
ard intelligence services to control the growth of Communist activity
in the Chinese eommunitles in Indochina. Chinese Communist organizers
have however been operating among the overseas Chingse since World Var IX
timough schools and small comercisl establishments, Efforts have been
directed primarily at studemts and workers, particularly in the Saigon-
Cholon area where the Chlnese population is especially large. AL higher
jevels, there is evidence of di sagrecment between Vielnamese Communists
and emissaries from the Chinese Communict Party, although many French
reports have attempted to show extensive collusion between the two groups,
particularly on the military level, Freuch official circles mve admitted
that no Chiness Communist t4peaty® with the Ho reglme has been yncovered
to dateg" thus refuting French propaganda from other sources which have
charged that such a document has been si%ed between representatives of
the Ho Government and the CCP in Jume 1940, Howover, regardless of the
presence or absence of a formal treaty, preparations may have been made
for cooperztion between (hinese Communist and Viet ifinh Front forces in
the China=Indochina border area. Ib is not knovm whether Ho Gid Mivh,
recognizing the danger of Chinese domination, is prepared to accept
extensive assistance from the CCP3 1t is most probeble, however, that
assistance will be proffered.

8o Thailand, )
(1) The Party and its Yethods,

The most important Commundst influx into Thailand
has been from China, notably after the 1927 exclusion of tac Chinese
Commnists from the Kuomintang, and again after Vorld War Il. In

such 2 purpose. lespite this measure, the Thal Commmist Parby (TCP)
s formlly established in 1935, In 1946, Thailand, desiring UN mem-
bership and fearing a probable 5 4 wvebo, repealed the Anti--Commurdist
Acte
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Very little is known about the TCP, and it may
be 1Little more than a component or extension of the large Chinese Com-
minist organization in Thailand, The TCP's membership is probably
limited to a handful of Thai intellectuals and industrial workers.
The Party publishes a weekly newspaper which faithfully follows the anti-
imperialist and pro-USSR line of the Chinese Communist papers in Thailand,
The TCP is believed to be directing its efforts toward increasing its
strength in the small Thal labor force,

Thile the TCP eamot be considered of particular
current or potentizl importance in Thailand, the Communist movement among
overseas Chinese resident in Thailand presents a reliable and effective
instrument for active extension of Communist influence, and possibly
for control. Commurism centers almost exclusively in the three million
overseas Chinese in Thailand most of whom reside in the Bangkok area.

This minority (1/6 of the Thal population) comprises the major part of
Thailandts cormercial class and urban labor force; approximately

3=14,000 Chinese are estimated to be active Communists, Thé Chinese
Camunist organization, 1ike the TCP, operates underground, Relative

to the total population, the Communist movement is of little significances
it is however, achieving results disproportionate to its mmerical strength
and is wielding o growing influence as China progressively falls under
Comunist domination,

Only during the last war has there been any identi-
fication by the Communists with a nationalist and anti-imperialist
movement. At that time, a "popular front" was formed which included
Thai and Chinese Communists as well as the purely natiomalistic Free
Thai underground, This loosely organized coalition (non-goverrmental)
troke up after the war, and since then, neither the TCP nor the Thalland
Chinese Commnist organization has been kmown to be identifisd with any
of the groups in opposition to the subsequent Thal Govermments,.

in Thailend there is no militant prosecution of a
Communist programs both Communist groups refrain from arousing Thai
isolationist and nationalist ssntiments. The Chinese, particularly, !
attempt to avoid any involvement in Thai affairs; and the TCP is notably
lacking in any concrete program for support of revolutionary movements
- in neipghboring areas. The TCP in 1947, by publicly denying that its
objectives parallel those of the Chinese movement, tacitly admitted that
association with the Chinese in Thalland is politically damaging, In -
addition, although admitting to support of the world Commnist movement,
the TCP denied contact with the Commnist Party in Chinma and the USSR,
Recently, however, thore has been indications that the fiction of distinct
Comminist organizations and objectives in Thailand may no longer be
considered necessary.
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Ib known support for the Communist movement is
derived from the peasantry as a result of Commmist land policy. The
majority of the Thai population is agricultural, but there are no
serious agrarian problems, Although landlordism exists, a large
percentage of the agricultural population is composed of land ommers,

The Commurist appeal for peasant support is limited primarily to adwvocat~
ing a wider distribution of the profits deriving from rice exports and
the establishment of more effective farmerst cooperatives.

Thile Cammunists in Thailand are believed to be well
orgamized and disciplined, their small military force is belicved to '
have been largely dlssipated through the activities of the Phiul regime
in 1948-49, TInadequate information precludes amalysis of total Com- :
munist military capa™lities at the moment, The Chinese Commmists
are, however, believed financially capable of acquiring sufficient arms
to permit the creation of a hard-hitting, though small, military force
whieh could render Lavaluable assistance in any attempt to ereate dis-
order in Thailand.

Because the Thai Govermment and the KUT organiza~
tion in Thailand have repressed it, the Commumnist movemernt, until
lately, has made 1ittle progress. After Chinese Commmnist armies moved
into south China, hovever, relaxation of Thai Government and Mationalist
Chinese pressure has permitted the expansion of Communist activities
in the press, labor organizations, educational institutions, and welfare
associations, The greatest headwny is being made in the labor force
and among students mainly through the press and study groups. Thailandis
only important labor orgamization, the Central Labor Union, is predomine
antly Chinese and is belleved %o be Comunist—~controlled, It was admitted
to the WFTU in January 1949, An accelorated Commmnist propaganda campalgn,
arguing for atcomodation to the MMao reglme and repudiation of the Western
nimperialists,® is belisved to ve gaining credence not only smong Thai-
Jand Chinese but also among important Thai political and military leaders.

(2) Comections with other Commmist Movements,

. Conbact and liaison between the TCP and CCP and with
other SEA Commnist movements is assumed, but only fragmentary and uncon-
firmed evidence is available to support this view, Similarly, contact
with the Soviet legation is indicated but not adequately confirmed, The
Iegation is conducting a very discreet prograum, confined apparently to

the distribution of films, press releases and other information media,
which sssiduously avoids involving Thai and Chinese Commundst personalities
or organigations,

L

w18 -
IO

Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP78-01617A000600190001-1



Sanitized - Agproved For Jiitias=s CIA-RDPZ‘8;01617A000600190001-1

As the Cormunist orpganizations in Thailand experience
groater freedom of action, 1t is believed that closer cooperation will
be evidenced and that there will be an increase in the movement of
personnel between Thailand and Chinma.

f. Durma,

Aa——

(1) The Party and its Methods.

Although sporadic Commmistic activities were
carried on by a smell group of Burmese during the mid=1930ts, a choesive
Communist movement did not begin to evolve until 1942, when all Com- '
munist-inclined Burmese united in common opposition to the Japancse. -
Primarily responsible for the amalgamation of various elements of the
resistance into the Anti-Fascist Peoples! Freedom ILeague (AFPFL),
members of the Burmese Commmnist Party (BCP, organized in 19ll) held
key positions in this orgamization until an opposition group within
the AFPFL split the Party and forced the withdrawal of both factions.

The Communist Party of Burma (CPB), popularly called Red [lags, was
organized in larch 1946 as an outgrowth of the BCP and almost immediately
comenced a campaign of violence., The BCP, temporarily avoidng violence,
unsucecessfully sought a rapprochement with the AFFFL=supported povern
ment, In Jonmary 1948 the BCP radically altered its policies, and,

after a series of strikes and a campaign of vilification ageinst the
Burmese Covermment, began a full-fledged Comrmunlst insurrection, -

Both the Burma Comminist Party and the Comminist
Party (Burma) are attempting, by a varisty of methods, to undernine and
discredit the Burmese Governmentts authority., The most effective poli-
tical technique has been the exploitation of the intense Burmese nation-
alism, Their claims of being the only true natiomalists in Burma, and
their accusations that the existing povermment is perpetuating Burmats
political and economic bondage through subservience to Anglo-dmerican
"eapitalist-dmperialists,” have gained fairly wide acceptance. The
Commmnists also attack the govermment as Fasclst, corrupt and a supporter
of landlordiaem. Similtaneously, the Comrmunists are moking a determined -
effort to combine as meny dissident and disgruntled groups as possible
into a "New Democratic Front,™ and organization under Comrmnlst domina-
tlon designed to be their vehicle for the assumption of power.

Approximately 80 percent of the Burmese population
is engaged in agriculture, and the preponderance of support for the Com-
mmnists comes from the peasantry, The Commndstet simple explanations
of the average Bumants difficulties coupled with glowing promises of a
Communist utopda, have met with considerable success. Thelr program of

non-payment of rents and taxes and non-repayment of government loans to
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cultivators has been well recelved, as has their promise of equitable
redistribution of land zlong lines almost identdeal with those
practiced by the Chiinese Commurdst Party,

Burmeee Communist military techniques penerally
parallel those of other Communist parties in the Far Bast, Vhlle the
ultimate objective is to overthrow the non-Commurist regime in power,
the more immediate geoal is to create moximum unrest and to retard econ=
omic stabilization, Therefore, Communist military activities have
usually taken the form of opportunistic attacks by swll gusrrilla bands
over a widespread area, FPltched battles with govermment forces are
avolded whenever possible, unless the Commmists hold a distinct advantage.
Through violenwe, the Commmists seek to facilitate their rise to power
by weakening the country?s ecoramy. Their activities are designed to
undermine the govermmentts financial structure, by forcing ezcessive
nonproductive expenditures, restricting production, exports and revenues,
disrupting communieations and looting govermment funds and proporty—
particularly armms and ammuddion.

In view of the widespread acceptance of larxist
theory in contemporary Burmese politics, it bas been a simple matter
for Commurdsts to infiltrate and iniluence numerous student, labor,
agriculturel and cultural orgsnizations. Jhe Commmnists bave been
respondible, directly or indirectly, for several strikes and antie
government demonstrations sponmsored by these groups. Turthermore,
although regular Commurndst publications have been suspended, the Commnists
have been able to produce clandestine handbills and pamphlets which
receive rather free circulation, In addition, several vernacular news-—
papers still faithfully follow the Commrist line with impunity, Vhere
persuasion has falled, the Communists bhave not hesitated to resort to
sterner measures, including imtinidation, extertion and outright violence.
In areas under their conirol, they have established parallel administra=
tions which reputedly rile with a heavy hand. Uncooperative local govern-
ment officials are sumarily dealt with--often through sentence impassed
by "Pecplels Courts,®

(2) Foreign Connoctions,

The Burmme Commudst Party probably still maintains
liaison with the Commnist Party of India, which is believed to hawe
forwarded Soviet instructions ordering the Bummese Communists to come
mence their insurrection, Although there is no direct substantiating
evidence, it is entirely possible that the Burmese Commmists are in
contact with Communists in China, Indochins, and Thailand, The works
of lino Tse-tung, and Chinese Communists? policies in pgeneral, have
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influenced Burmese Communist strongly, and it is possible that their
allegiance will shift away from India to China in %he nesr fulure.
The (hirese Commumnists will then be in an excellent position to prow
vide the Burmese Communists with advisers and maberiel.

g  Indian Subcontinent.

(1) The Party and its liethods,

- The Commnist Party of India (CFI) as it exists
today--c strong, centralized, woll-disciplined organization with
repaldly increasing membership and consideravle influence in labor wilous
and peasant organizations-—bepan its development in 1620, Irom an
estimted two or three thousand merbers in July 1942, the CPI had growm
to 9,000 by April of 1943, to 25,000 by lierch of 19Lh, and, at the
present time, probably to some 80,000 emrolled members, If to the latter
are added thoss peasants, who, though not technically members of the
perty neverthelsss subscribe heartily to Commundst doctrines and have
already indicated an entlusiastic willingnecs to follow Cormunist leadw
ership, the mmber probably amounts to several hundred thousand or
more, :

The current policy of the CPI imvoives overt oppogi=
tion tc and harassment of the Indian and Pakiston govermments in the
same fashion as its earlier policy inwvolved opposition to the then
Dritish Goverrment of India, Acceptance of the British proposal for the
creaticn of Indla and Pakistan is pictured as constituting ¢ betrayal
of the revolutionary struggles within India, I% involved, say the Come -
mnists, a deal between Britain and the bourgeois leadership of hoth .
Dominions to tum over control to the latter, while leaving the capitals
isteimperialist structure intact as a means of avoiding threatened
revoluiion and o provide credits, capital goods, and markets for Indlan
industrialists, In the CPI view, it 1s impossible for Neiwutis bourgeois
government to become the instrument of the "peoplets will®; the confideure
of Indiats masses in that govermment, and in Nehra persomally, must be
undernined by Commnist groups through direct attacks and by infiltradism
of the ranks of the Congress and the armed forces. Similarly, a vehiclew
freed from the taint of pro-Indianisme-mist be provided tihe peoples of
Pakisten for the cverthrow of thelr "reactionary and feudelistich goverm
ment., For that reason, there was created in Viest Palkdistan the Cormunist
P&rb}f cf Pald.stanc

The efforts of the CPI have traditiorally heen divectsl
primavily toward recruitment of meombers among industrial verkers, ard
toward eontrol of organized labor. Attaimment of this labter objactive
appeared to bave been securzd shortly after the war throvgr dordmsbion
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of the principal trade union group, the Indian Trade Union Congress
(TTUC), To counteract this development, there was created in 1SLh6, the
Indian National Trade Union Congress (INTUC), under sponsorship of the
Indian Congress Party. The INTUC now mumbers among its members about 2
million workers, as opposed to some 600,000 in the ITUC., A third labor
group, equally hostile to the Cammunlsts, is the recently organized Hind
lazdoor Sabha, sponsored by the Socialist Party, This group also con= -
tains some 600,000 members, The Communists still remalin strong, however,
among the port workers and in the reilway repair shops, and it is believed
that their strength might be sufficient at the present time to pemit a
serious and perhaps catastrophic dislocation of port activities and
railway transportation if India should adopt a position umsatisfactory
to the Communists in the event of war,

While the Commnistst principal effort in Indla
has heretofore been directed toward industrial labor, organization and
indoctrination of the farmers hewe not been neglected and may in the
imediate future constitute the main Communist erdeavor, The Kisan
Szbhas (peasant groups), organized in 1936 on an all-India basis and
mmbering a half mitlion or more, are belleved to be almost emtirely
Comunist dominated, The £flight of Communist leaders to the villages,
in view of police action against them in Bombay, Bengal, and Hadrasj
and genersl haressment elsewhere by the govermment authorities, may
materially increase the CPI's emphasis upon indoctrination of -the agrarian
IRSE88,. S

There is no evidence that the Communists have
infiltrated the amed forces of India, Pakistan, or Ceylon to any
gignificant extent, The Commmunists have no organized armed forces of
their om,

(2) Ceylon.

Fipures regarding Commundsts in Ceyicn are not availe
able, The port workers in Colambo are known, however, to be Communiste
led; and some Conmunist sympathy exlsts among the Temil employees of
the rubbér plantations. Elsewhere thore is little evidence of Commnist
activity, The Communistst pogition is weakened, moreover, by the existe
ence on the Ifland of three rival Cormunist parties, in ecach of which
membership is believed to be nominal, Some Cormunist representation in
the Ceylon legislature has been obtained, however, through the sucéess
of Commnist candidates in relation to issues other than Commmdiem,

{(2) Relations with the Chinese Commmunist Party.

CCP successes are ceértain to heighten the moralé
of the CPI, ‘henr Chinese Communist forces occupy the province of Tumnan,
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they will be separated from Indiz only by a narrvow neck of Burmz, It

is impossible to judge whether the CCP plans to extend significant
material assistance to the CPI. The CCP?s successes, however, will tend
to attract the Bumma Communist leadership away from the CPI, and the

CCP is likely to replace the CPI as adviser to the Burmese Communists,
The Chivese Commuist regime will, of course, attempt to establish
diplematic relations with the governmments of India and Pakistan,

h. lelaya,
{1) The Party and its Liothods.

The lelayan Communist Parby (1ICP), although not
of major concern before World Var II, had an cstimeted 15,000 members
before it was outlawed in September 1939, Communists were undoubtedly
beliind many of the strikes which broke out afber 1936 among laborers
employed by rubber estates, tin mines, the Singapore transit systen,
and the Singapore Harbor Board, During the war, lalayan Comunist played
an important role in organizing guerrills operations agpinst the Japanese
and were active in the Ualayan Peoplet!s Anti=lapanese Army. Early in
1948 Commmunist-dnspiredeand=directed labor disturbances broke out in
lialaya and shortly thereafier the LICP, togethor with several. Comnunicte
infiltrated Llabor unions ard political arganizations, was again declared
illegal. lNMany Communists vent underground and took up arms with the
Llalsyan Peoplets Anti-British Arugy (MPABA), formed from the sillercmaine
ing mucleus of the former jnti=Japancess Army.

: Sinece the majority of the guerrillas are alien
Chinese; the terrorist movement cammot be termed a genmuine expression
of nationalist aspirations, but it is definitely "anti-imperialist? in
concapl and therefore distinetly anti-Testern. The aim of the lBlayan
Comnunist Party (LICP) is ™o unite all classes that can join in the
revolution to establish an anti-imperialist national united front, to
widely mobilize the masses for the purpose of frustrating the colonisl
policy of the Dritish imperdalists, of safegusrding the vital interests
of the masses, and of procseding with a determined strusgle to strive
for mational independence and emanci~ation.” Furthermore, the MCP
clearly considers the US as "the leader in the imperialistic antie
democratic camp.” UMCP propaganda, howover, has been directed principally
against British "imperislism® and the British soldier, and is desigoed
to enlist the support of larger numbers of Malayats population.

- "he strength in the mass struggle, according to
the HCP, "nabturally has for its foundation the lower stratim of workers
and peasants,®” Support from the lower stratum of workers and peasants,
however, has been gained largely by intimidation and extoriion; wvelurdary
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comtributions to the 11CP are thought to be slight, Cuerrilla bands
have been able to obtain, through intimidation, large sums of money

and quantities of food and clothing fyrom Maleyais half-ziliion Chinese -
sauatters (immigrant or war-dlsplaced persons i1legally océupying land),
and the terrorists have slso used squatter ezreas as feover.® lilitary
support has been slight-—the terrorists mmber bebieen 3,000 and 5,000,
with probably several hmdred "hard core" Comrmmists in pusitions of
leadership. Although the MCP tries to enlist the support of all races,
only the Chinese have been noticeably sympathetic, and these in small
mmbers.

Terrorist militant tactics have includeds (1)
slashing rubber trees, (2) damaging tin mine equipment, (3) attacks
agpinst power lines, (L) attacks against rail and rosd transportation,
and (5) ambush and mrder of civilian and military persomel.

There ave indications that the terrorists in the
1atter part of 1948 changed their strategy from that of attempting to
disrupt the economy and overthrow the povernment in a short campalgn
of violemce, %o ope in which the objective is to gain control of the
country gredually.# The new strategy calls fors (1) gaining popular
support, (2) establishing guerrilla posts within terrorist-controlled
areas, (3) enlisting aid of rubber-toppers and other laborers to grow : :
food in guerrilla areas, (L) countinuation of the recrultment and traine o=

25X1C8a ing campaign, and (5) contimation of the offensive, but only against
soft objectives,

Beforetheouﬂaﬁngofthe!&ﬂ?andcertaﬂncm-
mnict-infiltrated labor unions, the mzin strength of the UCP wvas in the
- labor ficld, Undor close surveillance of the British, unlons are now
thought to be relativcly free of Comrnmists, but it is known that a
major objoctive of the MCT 1s the infiltration of existing unions and

may “ant that the guerrillas ceased their program of
damaging rubber trees and tin mines at the same time that a Soviect dele-
gation arrived in lalaya to pegotiate the purchase of rubber, The USSR
is also attempting to acquire Malayan tin from the UK.)
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and the establishment of new onmes, As for the m:'i.ddle—classes, the LICP
feels that the bourgeoisie is teo dependent on the colonial eeononw
to make a useful partner,

(a) Relations with Chinese Communists,

CCP military victories have probably had a solutery
effect on terrorist morale, but so far there is little evidence of direct
aid from the Chinese CcmnuniSus, The CCP radio has promised "moral and
material aid wherever poscible® to colorndel sreas in southeast Asia
and has begun to beam to lialaya breadcasts by lklayan Communist labor
leaders now in Peiping.,

Malayats 2 5 million Chinese have not yet at least
overtly, displayed mass syrpathy toward the CCP3 they are, as a group,
non—commital toward the ¢ivil strife both in Cm.na and in Malaya.
However, several (hinese~language newspapers in Malaya are becoming
inereasingly anti--RIT, and thelr circulations are risirg. In addition,
several influential lklayan Chinese leaders have manifested interest
in establishing friendly relatiomns with the CCP, In order to protect
their families and interests at home, Chinese in Lala;va as elsevhere
in southeast Asia, will probably not oppose the regime in power in China,

i. IMilippines,

(1) The Party and its lothods,

The Communist Party of the Philippines (PKP)
which néw has approximately 3,000 active members, vms oﬁicially organized
in 1930, It has engaged in little overt activity but has become increas--

ingly wocal during the past year,

Communist leaders have stated that their maximm goal
1s the establishment of a Communist state in the Philippines. Their
more immediate goal, however, ic the achlevemcnt of a "peoplets democracy®
which would provide conditions under which capitalism could "better
develop its productive capacity for the benefit of the overvhelming
majority of the people,®

Among the prinecipal demands of the PEP are the alwow
gation of the US-Fhilippine Trade Agreement, the removal of US troops
and bases from Phllippine soil, the bresk-up of feudsl estates for dis-
tribution among the peasants, and the removal of monopoly=feudal
fetters" from industry. The PRP propagates its philosophy and its .
demands through press statements, public forums, and fromt organizations,
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The PKP does not engage independerntly in politics but supports canc;idates
of other partiss, infiltrates political organizations, or attempts to
gain partissn support for its own candidates, The Democratic Alliance,

a political party, is often cited as a Coomunist-front organization and
is undoubtedly infiltrated, There are no known Comunists currently
serving in the national govermment,

The Commuamist movement obtains support from the peasantry
through the Mikbalahap--an armed organization confinod to central Iuzon :
virdich is resisting government authority. Thls support is based partly

upon Muk propaganda, which advocates the break-uwp of large estates, and

in part upon coercion,

The Huks are fluidly organized and highly mobile,
By msans of guerrills tactics and with the support (voluntary or -
othermise) of the local populace, from whom new members are recrulted,
the Muks are able to thwart attenpts of the Philippine Constabulary to
gliminate thelr operations and bresk up the organization, The Con-
statmlary is ahle to move into Hukeheld territory and dissident control
of specific areas is, therefore, temporary., The Huks do not at present
constitute a serdious threat to the Fhilippine Govermuent or to US
interests, but they are a drain on the Repuhldcts resources and may
cansribute to its future instability,

- Commnists are leaders of the Congress of Iabor
Orgardzations (CLO), which is the largest and most active labor organiza~
tion in the Philippines., In pursuing labor advancement, the CLO follows
a policy of progressive dissatisfaction regardless of management cone
' cesslons, and its resolutions obn pational and internmational affairs have
'loecmr.‘loit increasingly pro-Comunist. The CLO became a member of the WITU
in 1949,

(2) Relations with Chinese Commmnists,

Very little is kmovm of Chinese Commnist strength
and activity in the Philippines, Commmist broadeasts in China have
denounced the Fhilippine Government as "Fascist.® Iocal Calnese
Corrmunists oparate covertly but are believed to be active among Chinese
labor,; to have infiltrated Ghinese schools, and to be circulating undere
ground publications, Current liaison between the Chinese Communists and
the Huks, including financial aésistance, is frequently reported but
has not been reliably confirmed,
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de Indonesia. _
(1) The Party and ite lethods,

The £irst orpanized Comaund.st activities in Indonesia
begen sbout 1920, and irmitially, the Indonesian Comnmist Party (PKI)
worked together with rebelllious clements of a loslen nationallst organiza-
tion, Sarikat Islam, The PKI was outlawed by the Netherlands Indles
Govermment in 1926, largely as a resulb of a series of Communict-fomented
1abor distorbances, Communist and Moslen differcnces became apparert
at about the samc time, and the two factions ceased to collaborate., The
PKT went underground at this tine and contimied its underground activities
throughout the Japancse occupation. After the proclamation of the
Tepublic, 17 August 1945, the PKL came kack jrbo the open and formed 2
undited front with the Republicans,

commmnict factions in Indonesia rely chicfly upon
the notionalist slogen “ierdekal (Freedonm) for popular appeal, Come
mnist propagenda originally vas directed against the Dutch and US
n3mperialiste,® but more recently the Hatta-Sukarne group of moderate
Republicans has been nssailed as "puopets.® Radio lioscow has referred
+o these men as a "bourgeols foudal clique,® indicating that Indonesian
Corrumnists have been excluded-=or have withirawn—-ron the tunited
fronte ¢

g Previously, however, the PKI advocated nationsl
unity, and continued its wocal support of the Republic even after some
party leaders were arrested in Ibreh 1916 by the nationalists, The
Republican governuent also dlssolved the Peoplots Front and arrested
its leader, Tan lalald@-—a Communist denounced by Hoocow for his strong
nationalist position. He was released in Septerber 1948 to ensure the
neutrality of his rather congidersble following vwhen the Republic was
engaged - in putting down an atterpted coup by PKIL groups led by loscowr-
trained Muso.

A mmber of Communist and 1eft-wing orgenizations
merged into what £inally became the Partai Murbag which, despite rumors
of Tan Balakkats death, contimues to funckion as a super-natiomalist
force opposed to any foru of collsboration or discussion with the ’
Dutch. The PKI is disorganized and has Jost several of its besit leaders,
Lut it apparently is attempting to form a new inational frontt in the
fight against the Dutch and the Republican goverrment. Mtra-nationalistic
Yoelems scem willing to support puerrilla activities of both Communist
groups against the Duteh and Republican foreces.

The Commmnist factions in Indonesisa will contimue
to use their demand for complete independence from the Duteh and other
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imperialists as thelr chief appeal to the peaszantry, The agrarian -
issue, as such, is not casily susceptible to Commumdst exploitation.

o relisble estimate for over-all armed Cammnist
strength in Indonesla is available, but Communist forces in Java, the
major avea, may yun as high as 50,000, In some districts; particularly
Test Jdava, Commnist armed strergth has beon supplemented by the .
addition of fanatic lbsien forces.

{2} Connections with other Coxmunisch lovenents.

Chinese Commurdsts in Indonesia apparently are mot
cooperating with indigencus Communists in the promstion of comon
objectives., There is evidence however that iiaison i3 effected between ¢
the Chinese Commmdsts and both Indoneslan Communist movementse Ch:méset
communities in Indonesia, totalling two milliion persons, are beccming -
susceptible to overbtures from the CCP, and Chinese Commmist agents have
made progress in the penetration of information orgsns, schools, labor
unjons, c¢lubs, and study groups. :
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